
Length of Stay (LOS)

Mean LOS All 

Discharges

Discharges

 (in 000s)

Total Hospital 

Days (in 000s)

Mean LOS All 

Discharges

Discharges

 (in 000s)

Total Hospital 

Days (in 000s)

Mean LOS All 

Discharges

Discharges

 (in 000s)

Total Hospital 

Days (in 000s)

Mean LOS All 

Discharges

Discharges

 (in 000s)

Total Hospital 

Days (in 000s)

Lumbar/Low Back Pain

Back Disorders 5.7 10.7                  60.99               4.3 268.8               1,155.84          4.6 649.0               2,985.40          4.9 853.8               4,183.62          

Disc Disorders 5.2 1.1                    5.72                  3.6 92.2                  331.92             4.3 218.5               939.55             4.9 241.7               1,184.33          

Back Injury 7.3 4.7                    34.31               7.8 39.7                  309.66             7.8 44.2                  344.76             6.0 103.5               621.00             

All Lumbar and Low Back Pain 6.1 16.2                  98.82               4.5 379.5               1,707.75          4.7 854.4               4,015.68          5.0 1,113.3            5,566.50          

Ratio Lumbar Back Pain to All Visits 1.56                  1.25                  0.94                  0.96                  

Proportion Lumbar/Low Back to Total Discharges 0% 0% 4% 5% 10% 9% 9% 9%

Cervical/Neck Pain

Neck Disorders 5.9 6.0                    35.40               3.8 53.7                  204.06             4.0 170.5               682.00             5.0 171.5               857.50             

Cervical Disc Disorders 3.0 0.1                    0.30                  2.6 33.5                  87.10               3.2 99.0                  316.80             4.4 63.3                  278.52             

Neck Injury 7.2 2.8                    20.16               7.4 20.3                  150.22             8.4 20.1                  168.84             6.3 33.5                  211.05             

All Cervical Back Pain 6.3 8.9                    56.07               4.2 98.2                  412.44             4.2 258.7               1,086.54          5.1 248.3               1,266.33          

Ratio Cervical/Neck Pain to All Visits 1.62                  1.17                  0.84                  0.98                  

Proportion Cervical/Neck to Total Discharges 0% 0% 1% 1% 3% 2% 2% 2%

All Back Pain Disorders 6.3                    48.2                  303.66             4.5                    487.6               2,194.20          4.6                    1,076.0            4,949.60          5.0                    1,364.9            6,824.50          

All Hospital Visits 3.9                    5,620.4            21,919.56       3.6                    8,727.8            31,420.08       5.0                    8,753.3            43,766.50       5.2                    12,488.4          64,939.68       

Ratio Back Pain to All Visits 1.62                  1.25                  0.92                  0.96                  

Proportion Back Pain of Total Discharges 1% 1% 6% 7% 12% 11% 11% 11%

Discharges Age 18-44

Table 2A.10.2: Average Length of Hospital Stay (LOS) and Mean Hospital Charges for Low Back and Neck Pain Disorders, by Age, United States 2013 

Discharges Age <18 Discharges Age 45-64 Discharges Age 65 & Over
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Table 2A.10.2: Average Length of Hospital Stay (LOS) and Mean Hospital Charges for Low Back and Neck Pain Disorders, by Age, United States 2013 

Mean Charges 

Mean Charges 

(in $1, 000s)

Discharges

 (in 000s)

Total Hospital 

Charges 

(in millions)

Mean Charges 

(in $1, 000s)

Discharges

 (in 000s)

Total Hospital 

Charges 

(in millions)

Mean Charges 

(in $1, 000s)

Discharges

 (in 000s)

Total Hospital 

Charges 

(in millions)

Mean Charges 

(in $1, 000s)

Discharges

 (in 000s)

Total Hospital 

Charges 

(in millions)

Lumbar/Low Back Pain

Back Disorders  $               51.2 10.7                  547.8$              $               37.0 268.8               9,945.6$           $               48.3 649.0               31,346.7$        $               47.3 853.8               40,384.7$       

Disc Disorders  $               63.0 1.1                    69.3$                $               57.8 92.2                  5,329.2$           $               66.4 218.5               14,508.4$        $               58.6 241.7               14,163.6$       

Back Injury  $             108.8 4.7                    511.4$              $             117.2 39.7                  4,652.8$           $             102.9 44.2                  4,548.2$           $               56.1 103.5               5,806.4$          

All Lumbar and Low Back Pain 68.5$               16.2                  1,109.7$          48.5$               379.5               18,405.8$       53.8$               854.4               45,966.7$       49.3$               1,113.3            54,885.7$       

Ratio Lumbar Back Pain to All Visits 3.06                  1.68                  1.09                  1.04                  

Proportion Lumbar/Low Back to Total Charges 0% 1% 4% 7% 10% 11% 9% 9%

Cervical/Neck Pain

Neck Disorders 55.5$               6.0                    333.0$             43.6$               53.7                  2,341.3$          55.6$               170.5               9,479.8$          53.0$               171.5               9,089.5$          

Cervical Disc Disorders 57.5$               0.1                    5.8$                  52.2$               33.5                  1,748.7$          59.9$               99.0                  5,930.1$          57.6$               63.3                  3,646.1$          

Neck Injury 110.4$             2.8                    309.1$             116.5$             20.3                  2,365.0$          115.6$             20.1                  2,323.6$          73.8$               33.5                  2,472.3$          

All Cervical Back Pain 72.6$               8.9                    646.1$             59.9$               98.2                  5,882.2$          60.3$               258.7               15,599.6$       55.7$               248.3               13,830.3$       

Ratio Cervical/Neck Pain to All Visits 3.24                  2.08                  1.22                  1.17                  

Proportion Cervical/Neck to Total Charges 0% 1% 1% 2% 3% 4% 2% 2%

All Back Pain Disorders 92.0$               48.2                  4,434.4$          49.7$               487.6               24,233.7$       55.2$               1,076.0            59,395.2$       50.3$               1,364.9            68,654.5$       

All Hospital Visits 22.4$               5,620.4            125,897.0$     28.8$               8,727.8            251,360.6$     49.5$               8,753.3            433,288.4$     47.6$               12,488.4          594,447.8$     

Ratio Back Pain to All Visits 4.11                  1.73                  1.12                  1.06                  

Proportion Back Pain of Total Discharges 1% 4% 6% 10% 12% 14% 11% 12%

Source: HCUP National Inpatient Sample (NIS). Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP). 2013. Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, Rockville, MD. www.hcup-us.ahrq.gov/nisoverview.jsp

Discharges Age 18-44Discharges Age <18 Discharges Age 45-64 Discharges Age 65 & Over
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